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NEWS RELEASE

May 12, 1995
UM PHYSICAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT RENAMES COMPLEX, CLINIC
M ISSOULAThe Department of Physical Therapy at The University of Montana-Missoula has renamed
its complex and clinic in honor of its first two faculty members. The facilities are now known as
the Vincent Wilson Physical Therapy Complex and the Nora Staael-Evert Physical Therapy Clinic.
Wilson, a UM graduate, was a driving force behind getting UM’s physical therapy degree
program accredited in 1981, according to information provided by the UM Alumni Association.
He was in charge of the pre-physical therapy program from 1948 to 1979 and continued as the first
director of the professional program until 1981, when he retired.
Nora Staael was hired in 1967 to assist Wilson. During her eight years at UM, she taught
and advised pre-physical therapy students and revived the UM Physical Therapy club. During the
early 1970s, she played a large part in planning and remodeling what would become the UM
Physical Therapy clinic. Staael, now Staael-Evert, retired from UM in 1975.
Wilson received his certificate and master’s degree in physical therapy from New York
University in 1947 while on leave of absence from UM. He began advising UM students who
were interested in the field of physical therapy and directing them to degree programs around the
country. During the 1965-66 academic year, an emphasis in pre-physical therapy was established
in the Health and Physical Education degree program. Wilson was the adviser for pre-PT majors.
Staael received her physical therapy certification from the Mayo Clinic in 1943 and spent
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several years at the University of Illinois Research and Educational hospital in Chicago and the
Kabat-Kaiser Institute in Santa Monica, Calif. In 1953, she moved to Missoula and worked at the
old Missoula Memorial Hospital and the Northern Pacific Railroad Hospital before joining the UM
faculty.
UM accepted the first class of physical therapy degree candidates in 1979, and the program
was accredited by the American Physical Therapy Association in 1981.

m
JLS
Local, Great Falls Tribune, Billings Gazette
PTcomplx.rl

